278                           THE HINDU AT HOME
superstition has entered into the religion of their daily life; but the fact is that the Hinduism of the present day is not the religion of the Aryans as they brought it with them into India. It is a mixture in which the new has so absorbed and assimilated the old with which it came in contact, and has been so influenced by it, as to have become, at least as far as the outward expression of it is concerned, a very different, if not a new religion. This is more perceptible ^ in Southern India, where the Aryans did not penetrate in numbers sufficient to allow their religious system to overpower the old cults which they found flourishing there. In these Southern parts, amongst large sections of the community, the so-called Hinduism of to-day is more Dravidian than Aryan in its ulterior origin.
Mr. Mayne, when speaking of Hindu Law, makes some remarks that may very well be applied here to the Hindu religion. He says : " When the Aryans penetrated into India, they found there a number of usages either the same or not wholly unlike their own. They accepted these, with or without modifications, rejecting only those that were incapable of being assimilated, such as polyandry, incestuous marriages and the like. The latter lived on a merely local life, while the former because incorporated among the customs of the ruling race
........I think it is impossible to imagine that any
body of usage could have obtained general acceptance throughout India, merely because it was inculcated by Brahmin writers, or even because it was held by the Aryan tribes. In Southern India, at all events, it seems clear that neither Aryans nor Brahmins ever settled in sufficient numbers to produce any such result. We know the tenacity with which Eastern races cling to their customs, unaffected by the example of those who live near them. We have no reason to suppose that the Aryans in India ever attempted to force their usages